NOTES ON METHODISM 


The first Methodist sermon ever delivered in the 
New World was from the steps of the court house in Nor- 
folk, Virginia by an Irishman by the name of Robert 


Williams. 


BISHOP'S FIRST SERMON 


Bishop Francis Asbury first entered now what is 
known as West Virginia at Hanging Rocks in Hampshire 
County and preached on the eve of Monday, June ll, 


1781 about three or four miles below Romney. 


FIRST PREACHING IN W. VA. 
The first preaching by the Methodists in what is 
now known as West Virginia was by Rev.John Haggerty and 
Rev. Richard Owens in 1773 at the home of Major Lewis 


Stephens in Jefferson County. 


FIRST CIRCUIT 
Practically all of what is now known as West 


Virginia was, in 1874, in the Redstone Circuit of 


Uniontown, Pennsylvania and among its first ministers 
were Rev. John Cooper and Rev. Samuel Breeze. Two 
classes were organized, one at Morgantown and the other 
at Martin's Ferry (Fairmont) and in 1785 Rev. Peter 
Morarity, Rev. John Fidler, and Rev. Wilsom Lee were 
appointed ministers on this circuit. In the year 1786 
classes were formed at Fairmont, Hacker's Creek (John 


Hackers) and West Fork, no doubt Bethel. 


FIRST IN LEWIS COUNTY 
The first services ever held in what is now Lewis 
County was held in the cabin of John Hacker on the 


creek bearing his name in the early 1770's. 


FIRST IN BARBOUR COUNTY 
The first preawhing services held along the Buck- 
hannon River was held in the home of John Reed in 1781, 
at Volga, Barbour County. Johh Reger and Joseph Carper 
and wives were early members. The first society was 
organized in 1810 by Abram Carper and wife, Anthony 


Rohrbough, John Strader, Henry Reger, George Bush, John 


Hall and wife, Catherine, John Reger and Nancy Bonnett. 


Rev. William Phoebus of the Redstone Circuit, to- 
gether with Rev. John Wilson and Rev. E. Phelpb, came 


to this section. 


FIRST CONFERENCE 

The Methodist Church really had its beginning as 
a denomination at a meeting or a conference held in 
Baltimore wiich began on Chgzistmas Day in 1784. Rev. 
Freeborn Garrettson rode 1200 miles in Virginia, 
' Pennsylvania and the Carolinas to notify the ministers 
of this meeting. Dr. Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury 
were elected Bishops and the Redstone Circuit was 
formed, the first in the New World. Rev. Wilson Lee 
and Rev. John Fidler were appointed circuit riders of 
the circuit. In 1787 the Clarksburg Circuit was 
formed of all the territory south of Morgantown with 
Rev. Robert Conn and Rev. Richard Pearson serving as 
circuit riders. 

In 1794 Rev. Henry Smith eame upon the charge 


later known as the Hackers Creek Circuit. 


In 1832 Rev. John Clark, formerally of eastern 
Virginia, was sent by the Middletown Charge to the 
Hacker's Creek Circuit where he organized eight churches 


or classes in his five years as minister on the charge. 


REHOBOTH CHURCH 
The Rehoboth Class was organized in 1784 and the 
church was built and dedicated in 1786. It is the 
oldest Protestant Church building standing west of the 
Alleghenies and the only church still standing in West 


Virginia in which Bishop Asbury preached. 


VOLGA 


In 1800 Rev. Shadrack Tappan, a minister of the 


Baltimore Conference, preached at the home of Abram 


Cooper at Volga. 


WESTON AND THE LEWIS CIRCUIT 


Weston appears in the Lewis Circuit minutes of 
1821 with Rev. Richard Armstrong and Rev. William 
Chapman as pastors. Rev. John Talbott was the first 


resident pastor to settle in now what is known as 


Weston in the year 1830. 

Rev. Jonathan Holt was sent to the Lewis Circuit 
in 1835 which consisted of ten appointments. 

One bishop was born in Weston, John W. Hamilton, 


son of a local pastor Rev. W. C. P. Hamilton. 


FIRST TEMPLE 


"The groves were God's first Temple. 

Ere Men learned to hew the shaft and lay archirave 
And spread the roof above them--ere he framed 

The lofty vaults to gather and roll back 

The sound of anthems in the darkling wood 

Amid the coal and silence he knelt down 

And offered to the mightest 

Silent thanks and supplications". 


FIRST STATE CONFERENCES 


The first Methodist Episcopal Conference was organi- 
zed at Wheeling July 5-12, 1848. 

The western Virginia Conference was organized at 
Molden in 1850 and held its first session in Parkersburg 
the same year. 

The first Methodist Protestant Conference was 


organized at Pruntytown in 1855 and Dr. D. R. Helmick 


a native born Lewis Countian, was elected the first 


president. 


FIRST CONFERENCE 

The first annual conference of the Methodist 
Church was held in Philadelphia in 1773. It was really 
a general conference. . It consisted of ten preachers 
and six circuits. Three of the ten vreachers were 
from what is now West Virginia, Francis Asbury, William 
Watts and Robert Williams and the church membership was 
six hundred and fifty. 

In 1792 the first annual conference met at the 
Rehoboth Church and was presided over by Bishop Fran- 


cis Asbury. 


VARIOUS CONFERENCES 
Before the division of the churches, Methodist 
Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal South and the Methodist 
Protestant, West Virginia had been in six conferences, 
Baltimore, Western Virginia, Pittsburgh, Greenbrier, 


Ohio and Virginia. 


GREENBRIER COUNTY 1775 
Rev. William Phoebus preached and founded Metho- 
dism in the upper wilderness of Greenbrier County 


about 1775. 


IN NEW YORK AND MARYLAND 

Methodism had its organization in New York with 
a group of Irish immigrants numbering about one hundred 
and ten in 1766 assisted by a preacher by the name of 
Philip Embury and about this time a preacher by the 
name of Strawbridge formed a small class in Frederick 
County, Maryland. 

The first conference was held in June, 1773 with 
ten ministers representing 1,100 and was called Metho- 
dist society. 

The Methodist Church proper was organized in 
Baltimore, Maryland on Christmas Day 1784 with eighty- 


five ministers and 14,988 members. 


EV. ASA SHINN 


A“ Asa Shinn was the first Methodist Protestant Con- 


ference President of the Pittsburgh Conference which 


a 


consisted of Pennsylvania and a greater part of West 


Virginia and some small part of Ohio. 


CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 
Charles Elliot was first editor. First copy was 


November 15, 1833. Regular February 1, 1834, 


In 1810 Monongahela Circuit covered 25,000 square 


miles, covering Monongalia, Marion, Harrison and Lewis. 


NEW CIRCUITS 1799-1804 
Between 1799 and 1804 eight new circuits were 
formed by the circuit riders who went out from the Red- 
stone Charge; Little Kanawha in 1799, Muskingham in 
1799, Shenango in 1800, Erie in 1800, West Wheeling in 
1802, Hockhocking in 1803, Deerffeld in 1803, and Guy- 


andott in 1804. 


BISHOP ASBURY 


Rev. Francis Asbury preached his last sermon in 


Richmond, Virginia on March 24, 1816 and died near Spots- 


yivania, Fredericks, Maryland on March 31, of the same 


yeare 


FIRST MEthODIST CHURCH 
The first Methodist meeting house in the Redstone 
region was built in 1784 or 5. It was erected 4.5 miles 
south of Brownsville in Luzwne Township, Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania. The first sermon was preached by Rev. 


Robert Ayerson, Sunday, June 18, 1786, 


In 1787 the Redstone Circuit was divided into 


three circuits viz; Redstone, Ohio and Clarksburg. 


EARLY CONFERENCES 
The first general conference met in Baltimore, 
Maryland on November 1, 1792. The second one met in the 
same city October 20, 1796. The third met in May, 
1800 at which time the salary of the pastors was 
raised from $64.00 to $80.00. The fourth conference 
met there in 1804. 


Monongahela District. George Brown was presiding Elder. 


Thomas M. Hudson was appointed minister in 1825. 
Rev. Isaac Reynolds to the Harrison Circuit and William 
S. Morgan to the Lewis Charge. At that time Clarksburg 
had eighty-one members; Harrison had eight hundred eighty- 
six and the Lewis Circuit had three hundred eighty-three. 
The first session of the Pittsbufgh Conference was 
held in Pittsburgh, September 15-21, 1825 with Bishop 
Enoch George presiding and Asa Shinn serving as Sec-— 


retary; however after two days he resigned and Henry 


Furlong was elected. 

The general conference of 1828 was held in Pitts- 
burgh. It was the first general conference held west 
of the Allegheny Mountains. At this meeting the plans 
were made which resulted in the formation of the de- 
nomination known as the Methodist Protestant Church, 

The West Virginia Methodist Protestant Conference 
held its first session in Wheeling July 5-12, 1848, 

The "Union Reformers", an agency designed to bring 
about a more democratic method church policy had a 
conference with over one hundred delegates at which 


time they took steps to set up a new Methodist deno- 


mination. The name Methodist Protestant was adopted 
on a motion of Charles Avery of Pittsburgh. 

The first general Methodist Protestant Conference 
met in Georgetown, District of Columbia May 6, 1834 
consisting of thirty delegates, sixteen ministers and 
fourteen laymen. 

The fourteen original conferences were Misa, 
Champlain, Georgia, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Pitts- 
burgh, Tennessee, Vermont and Virginia with a total 


membership of five hundred ministers and 26,587 members. 


Rev. Henry Smith's second trip to Lewis County 
late in 1790. 

"They were all glad to see me but I was rather 
sorry and somewhat alarmed to find the women alone, 
for there was not a man or even a gun about the nlace. 
The men were all in the woods, some hunting, ethers 
digging ginseng and snakeroot, and did not come home 
that night, so I had to guard and comfort the poor 
women and children. The house was crowded. Towards 
sunset we all went into the house and barred the doors 
as well as we could. The next day the men came home be- 
fore preaching. In this place we had a pretty large 
society and some very pious people. They lived in the 
true sense of the word in the back woods style. Their 
sugar was made out of water of the sugar tree. Their 
tea they got out of the woods, or from their gardens. 
For coffee they had a substitute namely rye or chestnuts. 
Money they had but little. They traded at Winchester 
and other places with ginseng, snake root and skins for 


salt, rifles, powder, lead, etc. All their produce was 


carried to market on horseback. Their wearing apparel 


and becding were mostly of their own manufacture. Re- 
ligion certainly did exert a henpy influence on the 
morals of this uncultivated peonle and I wasoften de- 
lighted with their artless simplicity. In their way 
they anneared to be as happy and as content as it falls 
to the lot of most neople to be. Taking ell things into 
consideration, our congregations vere good for neonle 
made going to church stiles and trifles did not 

stop them, In the lower nart of the circuit the people 


were more refined in their menners", 


THE FIRST METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH 


The birth place of Methodism could be claimed to 
a small group of pioneers in the log cabin of John 
Hacker along the banks of Hacker's Creek and the time 
was sometime in the winter and spring 1769-70. From 
this little people came the nuceus of the OLD HARMONY 
METHODIST CHURCH founded in 1819 in a log church which 
stood on the hill overJooking the valley of Hacker's 
Creek. In 1829 Rev. John Mitchell and David H. Smith 
became "out of tune" with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
with their "pray, pay, and obey" discipline doctrine and 
proceeded to form a doctrine, among other things more 
democratic, giving the layman more voice in the Church 
Government. This was called the "Articles of the Asso-~ 
ciation" which later became known as "The Methodist 
Protestant Chu¥ch", After being separated and apart for 
one hundred and ten years (1939) they came back as a 
part of the "Mother Church", The log church was ruth- 
lessly torn down in the late 1880's and a new church was 


built at the foot of the hill. 


